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Psychiatric Services
at Burbank Hospital
Protect Northern Worcester County’s Mental Health Care Safety Net

Attend a Department of Public Health Hearing On the 
Proposed Closure of a 15-Bed Psychiatric Unit

Health Alliance Hospital, Burbank Campus, 
Bergevin Conf. Rm, 275 Nichols Rd., Fitchburg, MA

Wednesday Dec. 1, 2010 at 2 p.m.

The Public Needs to Know

Burbank Hospital, an affiliate of UMass Memorial-HealthAlliance, is planning to close 
the inpatient psychiatric unit at the facility. The Massachusetts Nurses Association, 
along with other advocates for those with mental illness believe this will have a 
devastating effect on the most needy and vulnerable patients in our community.

• Burbank Hospital is part of the UMass/HealthAlliance health care system. This system has 
reported a profit to the state of over $130 million over the last 18 months, yet Health 
Alliance says it cannot afford to keep this vitally important unit open.

• This unit offers a comprehensive inpatient program for adults requiring acute psychiatric 
care from an experienced, highly skilled professional staff.

• The loss of this service will have a devastating impact on many severely ill residents of 
our community who depend on Burbank Hospital for acute mental health care. Right now 
in Massachusetts there is a critical and growing shortage of mental health treatment beds. 
In many cases severely ill patients are languishing for days in the area’s emergency 
departments waiting for a treatment bed. The mental health system is so overtaxed that 
the Burbank unit often receives calls from hospitals around the state looking for empty 
beds.

• According to a recent statement by Massachusetts Attorney General, Martha Coakley, 
“The need for inpatient psychiatric and detoxification hospital beds is critical. Any further 
reduction in these services would have a significant negative impact on the ability of the 
Commonwealth to provide for mental health services.” (Statement of the Attorney General 
as to Caritas Christi Transaction, Oct. 2010)

• The hospital claims the acute services provided by the inpatient unit can be handled by 
emergency rooms and outpatient clinics. These are patients in crisis with multiple 
diagnoses who need inpatient services. With this closure, patients will be forced to travel 
long distances for care, receive inadequate care, or go without treatment altogether. 

We Need to Keep the Burbank Psychiatric Unit Open

If you agree, attend the public hearing or call UMass 
Memorial-Health Alliance CEO John O’Brien at 508-334-0100.

Tell Him Not to Abandon the Mentally Ill
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